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DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH NEWSLETTER IS 3/4/2014
 

Renew your IDTC 
Membership!  Form is 

included in this 
month’s newsletter. 

Message from IDTC President 

I'm looking forward to 2014 and have all kinds of plans for doing more 
with my dogs....the beginning of the year is always so full of promise (and 

promises)!  I expect you all have similar plans and goals - here's hoping we 
achieve them all! 

Among the goals I have for the Club is to make sure that our insurance 
policy provides protection for officers and class instructors - we discovered 

this past year that we didn't have protection for injuries to dogs caused by 
dogs in classes.  Now we have a waiver that all participants have to sign 

that hold the Club and instructors harmless.  Now we just need to make 
sure that our insurance coverage is adequate as well. 

Another goal I have is to take the time to regularly recognize the hard 
work and effort of so many of our members - I would like to extend a very 
warm thanks to all of you who make this club work - from instructors to 

newsletters to website to Facebook to refreshments to membership to you 

name it, the person sitting next to you at the club meeting has contributed 
to the success of this organization and so have you!!!  Let's take a minute 

to thank each other for the time and effort that we all put in to this club - 
THANK YOU ALL!!! 

Suzanne Etherington 

Thank you to our outgoing board members 

Deb Clark-Lalley 

Bill Hansen 

 

Welcome to our new board members 

Nancy Allmann 

Margie Peech 

Karen Netheron (returning!) 

Do you have a special 
dog-related interest?  Do 
you want to write an arti-
cle for the newsletter?  If 

so, please contact the 
Newsletter Editor with 

your ideas. 
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MISC. COMMITTEES  
 
A.T.T.S.:  Tom Szebenyi  564-7230 
CU/Pavilion Coordinator:  Deb Watrous 533-3672 
Equipment: 
 Assistant: 
 Equipment Maintenance: 
 Agility Equip Maintenance: 
FLKC Liaison:  Marg Pough 273-0925 
Graduations: 
 Beginners: Joe & Nancy Cowan 
 Advance: Karen Nocera  
 CGC:  Debbie Keith  
Historian:  Lucille Straub 
Holiday Party:  Joe Osmeloski, Mallorie Morse & Jen Patterson 
IDTC Yahoo list serve:  Kathy Hildreth 272-6434 
Interclub:  Sue Yanoff 
Judges Selection:  Deb Bain 347-6518 
Library:  Tammy Osmeloski 844-4003 
Match Show Chair:  Kathy Hildreth & Hannah Robinson 
Membership Steward:  Katelyn Davis katelynjdavis@gmail.com 
Newsletter:  Chris O’Brien cms41@cornell.edu 
Nltr copying/mailing:  Deb Bain 347-6518  

Point Show Fall 2014: 
Point Show Spring 2014: 
Programs: 
Public Information:  Betsy Root 387-7082  
Publicity (newspaper):  Marian Szebenyi 564-7230 
Recorder:  Hannah Robinson 
Registrar: 
 Beginners: Marian Szebenyi 564-7230 
 Advanced: Amanda Pough (802) 272-7635 
 Agility: Pepi Leids 776-9721 
Refreshments: 
 Meetings:  Sherry Ditko 756-6538 (H) or 753-8966 (W) 
 Beg. Grad: Jennifer Gerdes 330-2011 
 Adv. Grad: Jennifer Gerdes 330-2011 
Sunshine:  Donna Webster (315) 364-7406 
Trophies/Ribbons:  Betty Baldwin 257-1683 
Video Rentals:  Tammy Osmeloski 844-4003 
Web Pages: 
 General: Marian Szebenyi 564-7230 
 Facebook: Linda Pacioretty 
Welcoming Chair:  Cheri Jackmin 

President 
Suzanne Etherington - etherington1@juno.com 

Vice-President 
Lynn Anguish - lja2@cornell.edu  

Secretary 
Hannah Robinson - hannahl6@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 
Katie Barnaby - tebika@hotmail.com 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
Deb Bain (1/13-1/15) 
Kathy Hildreth (1/13-1/15) 
Karen Netherton (1/14-1/16) 
Margie Peech (1/14-1/16) 
Nancy Allmann (1/14-1/15) 

 
 
TRAINING COMMITTEE 
 

Training Director 
Kerry Boisvert  - bordert42@yahoo.com 
 
Appointed Members 
Sue Yanoff (2/13-2/15)  
Anne Williams (2/13-2/14) 
Cheri Jackmin (2/12-2/14) 
  
Elected Members 
Ray Corey (2/13-2/14)  
Lisa Mitchell (2/12-2/14)  
Joe Osmeloski (2/13-2/15)  
 

 
 
Newsletter Editor  
Chris O’Brien 
cms41@cornell.edu 
144 Yaple Road, Ithaca, NY  14850 
607-319-0529 
 

Address Corrections  
Katelyn Davis 
katelynjdavis@gmail.com 
9 Cardinal Drive 
Ithaca, NY  14850 
408-833-9127 

OFFICERS 

I.D.T.C.  NEWSLETTER 

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP 

Active members get lower rates for classes and other events than inac-
tive members. More importantly, they are what makes the Club work. 
When you join IDTC, you are considered an active member for the first 
year. After that, active membership is maintained by putting in a mini-
mum of 10 hours per year doing things for the Club, such as assisting 
or instructing a class, helping out at events (e. g. being a steward at 
trials, providing refreshments for a graduation, making arrangements to 
bring in a seminar speaker, etc.), or serving on a committee such as 
the Training Committee. Active members are also expected to regularly 
attend the monthly Club meetings. Your active/inactive status for a year 
is determined by your participation during the previous year. 

mailto:djw22@cornell.edu
mailto:mbp1@cornell.edu
mailto:debby@lalley.com
mailto:kynocera@earthlink.net
mailto:debbiek@wendcentral.com
mailto:jlp8@cornell.edu
mailto:kphildreth@yahoo.com
mailto:susan.yanoff@us.army.mil
mailto:dab14@cornell.edu
mailto:kphildreth@yahoo.com
mailto:hannahl6@yahoo.com
mailto:katelynjdavis@gmail.com
mailto:bealsie2@gmail.com
mailto:dab14@cornell.edu
mailto:loveapoodle@yahoo.com
mailto:dms35@cornell.edu
mailto:hannahl6@yahoo.com
mailto:dms35@cornell.edu
mailto:bandersnatchBTCD@yahoo.com
mailto:Pleids@aol.com
mailto:dms35@cornell.edu
mailto:lp@bionxs.com
mailto:lja2@cornell.edu
mailto:dab14@cornell.edu
mailto:kphildreth@yahoo.com
mailto:kan6@cornell.edu
mailto:turkeyridge645@frontiernet.net


 

Page 3 

Vice President Lynn Anguish, called the meeting to order at 
7pm.   

Secretary report: Bill Hanson made a motion; seconded by 
Deb Bain to approve the minutes as published in the news-
letter. Motion approved. No other secretary business, sec-
retary was absent. 

Report of the Board:  Discussion about purchasing new 
equipment needed for CPE trial. Kathy Hildreth was di-
rected to make a definite list of items, including prices by 
the next Board meeting. Kathy is to loop Lisa Mitchell, chair 
of the equipment committee into the process.  The Board is 
proposing appointing an ad-hoc Agility committee. Discus-
sion regarding appointing committee members, people to 
be asked, but not all were at the meeting. 

 Members are proposing an agility award. Discussion fol-
lowed. Pat Welch made a motion, seconded by Marg Pough. 
Motion: Betty Baldwin to talk with the Board, those who 
wish to offer an award should write the Board with details 
of the award. Motion passed. Discussion followed regarding 
awards – do we need all the current awards? Should donor 
pay for the award? Voice you comments to the Board. More 
discussion at the next meeting. 

CPE trial contract, judge’s contract were approved by the 
Board. They are the same as last year’s documents. 

4H Tail Wagers would like to use our agility equipment, 
excluding the contact items. Board approved with the addi-
tions that an IDTC member needs to be present during the 
equipment use. And that 4H pay for any damage to the 
equipment. Membership voted to approve. 4H also needs to 
provide IDTC with a certificate of insurance. There are lia-
bility issues involved. 

Nominating Committee:  Deb Bain reported for the nomi-
nating committee. There were no nominations from the 
floor.  Motion was made, seconded and passed for the sec-
retary to cast on ballot for the current slate of officers.  The 
nominating committee selections for Board positions were 
read, no additional nominations were made. A motion was 
made, seconded and passed for the secretary to cast on bal-
lot for nominated Board members Margie Peech and Karen 
Netherton for two year positions and Nancy Almann for the 
one year/new member position.  

Treasurer’s report – as read by Katie Barnaby; “point show 
swag” on the report is trophies, purchased by Betty Bald-
win. 

Training Committee:  Anne Williams reported for the ab-
sent Kerry Boisvert. Classes are fine; enrollment is good, 

the puppy class is full. A second beginner 1 class was added 
due to an over flow in registration. Two weeks of classes 
have been cancelled due to the weather; classes will be 
made up in March. Graduation will need to be rescheduled.  
The current training committee will not be scheduling the 
next session of classes; they feel it is the job of the next 
training committee. 

New Members: Sara Cilles, with a boxer and Erinn Wilks 
with an Aussie were voted in as new members. They will be 
mentored by Lynn Anguish and Joe and Tammy Osmeloski. 

Marion Szebenyi has agreed to by the spring point show 
chair. It is not too early to volunteer to steward, contact 
Marion. Bruce Coleman will chair the fall show IF his calen-
dar keeper clears the date. 

Clinics: Timing things are not going well for scheduling the 
Betsy Scapicchio/Linda Brennan seminar. The Locke Fire 
Department and the TC3 riding facility are being suggested, 
contact Bruce with additional suggestions.   He’ll continue 
working on this for 2015. 

Bruce would like to approach Terri Clingerman to present a 
December 2014 clinic in the judging pavilion. There is a list 
of possible topics from the last clinic. Membership ap-
proved Bruce approaching Terri and going forward with a 
budget, if she is available. 

Guests: Melissa LoPinto, a member of 4H Tail Waggers was 
our guest. She and her long haired whippets and whippet 
participate in agility, obedience and conformation. 

Next Month:  Training committee members and director 
need to be appointed by the Board and elected by the mem-
bership. Please step forward to volunteer. Remember 
no training director or training committee there will be 
no classes and no club. 

Brags:  Joe Osmeloski had lovely (and lengthy) brag about 
agility. I just could not do him justice in getting it all down.  

Kathy Hildreth had a perfect weekend at the recent CPE 
trial. She has qualified for the nationals at the end of March. 

Brenda and Ros, plus Deb Bell and a RR have qualified for 
Westminster agility. Others  come forward. 

Lots more brags in the newsletter. 

Motion by Bruce Coleman, second by Deb Bain to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:46pm. 

 

Pat Welch 

Sub for Hannah Robinson. 

General Meeting Minutes 
IDTC General meeting Minutes 

January 28 2014 
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Save the Date! 
 

Guest Speaker for April 2014 Meeting 
 
“Stressed Out:  Recognizing and training the stressed or fearful dog” - Sophie Liu 
 
Stress, and the resulting anxiety or fear, is a daily part of our dogs' lives, and this is espe-
cially true for dogs competing in sports.  Yet, the negative effects of stress on animal 
health and well-being have been well researched and thoroughly documented.  Stress is 
everywhere, but, luckily, we already have the tools to mitigate our dogs' stress both in 
daily life and in the ring.  This talk will demonstrate how to recognize canine stress and 
how to transform it into calm, happy focus. 
 
Sophie's info: 
 
Sophie is a first year veterinary student here at Cornell.  She has been learning about and 
working with challenging dogs for over 7 years.  As an intern for veterinarian and behav-
iorist, Dr. Sophia Yin, Sophie learned how to approach serious problems, like dog aggres-
sion, with creativity, skill, and speed.  She has transferred those skills to training cats and 
chickens, as well.  While an undergraduate at UC Berkeley, Sophie also worked extensive-
ly in an animal cognition laboratory, where she learned about the neurological and bio-
logical components of animal behavior and began training wild squirrels to perform cogni-
tive tests.  As an Associate Certified member of IAABC, Sophie now provides dog behavior 
consults to private clients, and she has a strong fondness for helping aggressive and reac-
tive dogs perform at high levels, especially her own! 
 

 

Venue URL Venue URL  

AKC www.akc.org USDAA www.usdaa.com  

CPE www.k9cpe.com World Cynosport Rally www.rallydogs.com  

ASCA www.asca.org Dock Dogs www.dockdogs.com  

UKC www.ukcdogs.com NACSW www.nacsw.net  
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DEFENSIVE DRIVING—by Chris O’Brien and Debbie Keith 
 

An incident occurred at a recent local obedience trial that gave me pause.  It could have hap-

pened to me!  Dog shows are supposed to be fun, right?  From the dog’s perspective:  quarters 

are tight, “mom” is nervous, there is a LOT of activity/commotion/noise and why is “mom” nerv-

ous?  Here are a couple of “do’s and don’ts” for managing yourself and your dog at a dog event—

no matter what the venue.  This list represents just a few of the “Do’s and Don’ts” that came 

to mind.  We’re sure that there are more to share!   

 

DO’s 

 

1. Know where your dog’s nose is at all times. 

2. Be aware of where you are standing with your dog in relation to an 

active ring—your actions outside of the ring may impact the dog in-

side the ring.  (You wouldn’t want someone playing tug just outside 

of the ring where you’re going to be doing a recall or a long stay, 

right?) 

3. Be respectful of the noise you are making outside the ring.  Slam-

ming crates down as you pack up, squeaking toys, etc. 

4. Be aware of other dogs and handlers—you may be watching your dog, 

but they may NOT be watching theirs. 

5. Teach a “safe” position for your dog.  For those who have taken Chris’ CGC class, this could 

be a position where you are straddling your dog—see Do #1. 

6. Clean up after you (food, trash) and your dog (self-explanatory!). 

 

DON’T’s 

 

1. Don’t be oblivious to the end of your leash.  Just because it’s 6’ long 

does NOT mean that your dog should be out at the end of it doing 

his own thing. 

2. Don’t crowd other dogs—moving through the aisles, lining up for 

stays, lining up to go into the ring for your own turn.  We (dogs in-

cluded) all have our own “personal space”.  Respect that space. 

3. Don’t crowd the ring exit—others are trying to get out, pass, etc.  

It’s hectic getting in and out of a ring. 

4. Don’t let your dog bark obsessively in a crate—especially in the “main” area.  Not only does it 

annoys all of us, some of us may not be able to HEAR in the ring while your dog is barking. 

5. Don’t let your dog engage in any staring contests with other dogs (make extended eye con-

tact). 
6. Don’t be afraid to ask someone to move away from the ring, give you and your dog some 

space, etc.  We all need to be good stewards out there! 

 

Be a responsible dog show handler and everyone—dogs included—can have fun out at the  show! 
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Karen Netherton—Labrador Retriever Franklin Hills Finnegan (Finn) did it again!  And in style!  Finn earned 

his 2nd AKC CD leg in Novice A at the DOTCORNY trial in early February with a 

196!  Up 18 points from his 1st leg in January.  This earned Team Finn the BLUE 

ribbon!  Karen reports that all of the heeling training happening in her kitchen must 

be paying off.  She was very proud of how he acted in and out of the ring.  [editor’s 

note:  as I update this section, I see Karen’s comment from last month:  “...it can 

only get easier, right?”  Guess it got easier!  

Debbie Bell with RR Tavari and Brenda Finnicum with Belgian Malinois Rose are competing at the 1st annual 

Westminster Agility Trial this weekend!  In case you missed it, here’s a link to the Ithaca Journal article:  

http://www.ithacajournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2014302060048.  Deb & Tavari made the “final 

cut” and were featured on LIVE National TV!  Tavari was the first dog in the 24” height class to QUALIFY!  

They ended placing 4th in this historic event.  Congratulations Deb and Tavari! 

Deb Bain—Dealer, Deb’s younger Springer, earned his 2nd RA leg at DOTCORNY.  Looking good out there 

Dealer! 

Jan Estes—Chessie, Callie (Pond Hollow Bay of Calais, TD, CD, AX, AXJ, NF, BN), 

finished her novice title at the DOTCORNY trials.  She qualified and placed in every trial 

she ran and finished up with a first place and a 196.  Jan adds:  “Guess I’ll keep her!”   

Pepi Leids—”I have one last brag about Lady Blue (Border Collie).  I did not know that she 

had qualified for AKC Nationals in the preferred division until just recently.  I never 

looked it up on their web site since was only trialing for the first six months in the 

qualification period.  A friend told me that she saw that Lady qualified; I looked it up and 

sure enough, she had qualified in the preferred division.  I am going to the Nationals since they are so 

close by (Harrisburg, PA) and am a volunteer worker.  Lady Blue is retired and she cannot participate in 

the Nationals, but it was a sweet feeling knowing that she had qualified in her last year of competition.  

Ok, I promise that is Lady’s last brag!  Now, Jenny needs to step up to the plate so I can brag about her 

someday!”.  Congratulations, Lady! 

Chris O’Brien—Aussie Fleck also had a busy weekend at the DOTCORNY trial in February.  

This was her Obedience Debut and she done her “momma” proud.  On Saturday, she 

earned her first RN leg with an 87.  10 points of that was due to the handler not being 

able to count how many times they crossed the Figure-8.  On Sunday, Fleck earned her 

2nd RN leg with a 95 and 4th place.  She’s off to a great start!  Jazz did earn a 2nd 

place in the Pre-Open class on Saturday.  He definitely prefers retrieving and jumping 

over staying put. 

 

 

IDTC BRAGS 
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The 1st Annual Masters Agility Championship at Westminster was held this past weekend at Pier 94 in New York City.  Shout out to Brenda Finnicum and 

her Belgian Malinois rescue, Rose, and Debbie Bell and her Rhodesian Ridgeback, Tavari, who were lucky enough to make the “random draw” to 

compete two qualifying rounds (Standard and Jumpers with Weaves) on Saturday February 8, 2014.  These two teams were part of history!  They were 

part of a field of 225 dogs that were selected from a pool of more than 500.  The 

dogs with the highest combined scores from the qualifying rounds moved onto the 

Championship round—which was run as a “time to beat” course. 

Rescued from ABMC, Rose was within hours of euthanasia at a Florida shelter.  Look at 

her now—she’s running agility at Westminster!  Rose ran her little heart out for 

Brenda and made her “mama” proud!  What a great adventure for a little rescue that 

no one wanted.  Great job Brenda & Rose!! 

If you were watching Fox Sports on Saturday night, you might have been thrilled to see at 

least two familiar faces running the course.  Debbie Bell (of the Red Dogs) and her 

Rhodesian Ridgeback Tavari made the cut!  (Unfortunately, Team Rose did not Q).  

Excitement was building as five-time Olympic medal winner Greg Louganis emceed 

the competition.  The Championship ran small to tall and there was a commercial 

break after every five dogs.  (Wouldn’t that be interesting?  What would your warm-

up routine be for that?).  The course was challenging with a back-side jump after the 

A-Frame and a mandatory tunnel entrance after 

the Dog Walk.  Tall dogs were finally up and one 

after another, the course was winning.  And then 

Tavari was up!  Deb did a great job of handling 

Mr. T through each challenge.  He was a crowd 

favorite being the first Tall Dog to successfully 

navigate the course!  Deb and Mr. T got to sit in 

the “Leader’s Chair” for a bit longer but their time 

was finally beaten.  Overall, 49 dogs competed 

but only 17 qualified.  Congratulations to Deb 

and Tavari! 

1st Annual Westminster Agility Trial 

Photos used with the permission from and courtesy of Pro Plan 
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2014 IDTC Membership Renewal Form 

Personal Information   

 

 

Membership Information 

 

 

Volunteer Activity & Meeting Attendance 

 

 

Shared Personal Information:  

o  Please omit part or all of my contact information in the IDTC membership 

Information to omit:  __________________________________________ 

o  Please do not sign me up for the IDTC Yahoo Group List (you can unsubscribe at any time) 

Newsletter/Roster Delivery:  Offered to members who do not use internet options 

o  Please send a newsletter to my mailing address listed above.   

o  Please send a 2014 membership roster to my mailing address listed above.   

Make checks payable to IDTC.  Mail to:  

Katelyn Davis, 9 Cardinal Drive, Ithaca, NY 14850 

Phone: (408) 833-9127    Email: katelynjdavis@gmail.com 

Name   

Address   

Phone   Email   

Dog Breed(s)   

2014 Membership (circle one) Single - $30 Family - $40 Life Member 

Activity Status (circle one) Active Inactive New within 1 year 

To be considered an Active member for 2014, you must volunteer at least 10 hours of time to IDTC activi-
ties and attend at least 3 club meetings in 2013. Teaching a class counts for double hours.  Report # of 
hours and # of meetings attended in 2013.  Add a sheet or use back of page if necessary. 

Hours Event/Activity 

    

    

    

Meeting Attendance: Members are required to attend 3 meetings per year to maintain active status. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
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FEBRUARY 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4—IDTC Clas-

ses 
5—IDTC Clas-

ses 
6 7—Agility Clas-

ses & League 
8 

9 10 11—IDTC 

Classes 
12—IDTC 

Classes 
13 14—Agility 

Classes & 
League 

15 

16 17 18—IDTC 

Classes 
19—IDTC 

Graduation 
20 21—Agility 

Classes & 
League 

22 

23 24 25—IDTC 

Meeting  
26 27 28—Agility 

Classes & 
League 

 

MARCH 2014 (CLASS DATES MAY CHANGE DUE TO SNOW DAYS IN 

JANUARY!) 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4—IDTC Clas-

ses 
5—IDTC Clas-

ses 
6 7—Agility Clas-

ses & League 
8 

9 10 11—IDTC 

Classes 
12—IDTC 

Classes 
13 14—Agility 

Classes & 
League 

15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23/ 
30 

24/ 
31 

25—IDTC 

Meeting  
26 27 28 29 
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PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY 
Chris O’Brien 
144 Yaple Road 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

IDTC BRAG FORM 

 

 NAME : ________________________________ 

 DOG’S NAME & BREED ____________________ 

 SHOW DATE & KENNEL CLUB_______________ 

 _______________________________________ 

 TITLE EARNED : _________________________ 

 PLEASE SEND TO : Chris O’Brien 

     144 Yaple Road 

     Ithaca, NY  14850 


